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prison to which the twelve princesses had committed her, and the discomfiture of the latter, answering to the humiliation of Matabrune.
The               AS the storm-cloud brooding over the earth without yield-
ami 6S      ing rain became in Greek mythology the Theban Sphinx or
Pleiades,    ^he Pythian Dragon, so the clouds as rain-givers were the
Hyades or the rainy sisters.   These, it is obvious, might be
described in a hundred ways, and accordingly almost every
mythographer has a different account to give of  them.
They are the daughters of Atlas and Aithra, the heaven
and the pure air, or of Okeanos, the water, or of Erechtheus
(the earth) ; and thus the myths do but repeat the genera-
tion of the cloud,
*                                         I am tlie daughter of earth and water,
And the nursling of the sky,
giving it names which all denote their cherishing, fructifying, and reviving powers.1 They are the nymphs of Nysa or Dodona, who gua,rd the infant Dionysos, or are the nurses of Zeus himself; and this kindness the wine-god requites by causing Medeia, the wise dawn-goddess, to restore them to youth when they had grown old, a sight witnessed every morning. These nymphs are seen again in their sisters the Pleiades, whose name, pointing only to their watery nature, became confused with that of the ring dove, Peleias, and so the story ran that they were changed into doves and placed among the stars. Generally these Pleiades are seven in number, six being visible and one invisible. Without taking into account any supposed astronomical explanations, it is enough to note that the same difference marks the stories already cited of Matabrune, Guzra Bai, and others, in which of a troop of children some remain visible while the rest vanish through inchantment.
The              These sisters are either always youthful and radiant, or
G-raiai.                                                      res^ore(j ^ ft^ fonner beauty.
But we may think also of clouds as dwelling for ever far away i|i the doubtful gloaming, not wholly dark, but faintly
* Eudora, Althaia* Phyto, Amlbrosia, &c.